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Mr. Anon:

¥ O U R S

Houston’s Best Damn Restaurant

THE OTHER MIGHT A FRIEND SAID, “YOU OUGHT TO
DO A COLUMM WHERE YOU PICK YOUR FAVORITE
RESTAURANT IN THIS WHOLE BLOODY TOWN."
Intriguing idea, Idiotic, bur intriguing.

(h, why not?

Anon votes the Raven Grill best of
breed.

Now before o seart ﬁ:iu;__', aff those Raven
lerters to My Table and we get into a food
fight, lers consider whar makes “best.” Is
it food., service, décor, price, parking lox,
al.i:.'illt_', power or a casserole of all the
above?

Owver the last 35 years, Anon has done
pretry 1|1u1r:~1:g|‘| 1oh nl-rnrirl; around

Space City. Granted, some of you have Picnic
pgobably done berter, bur he's not going
to .q!ulnf_ziu' at this late dace.

Most restaurants prove to be short
lived, You blink and they're history, sort
of like thae litde town where "Welcome
to ... " and “Come back soon” are rwo
sides of the same sign. Some are sorely
misscd. He can chink of places gone but
I “H'g{‘l[[f” — dﬂ\\']llll"ﬂu'li |"'~1|E|._,‘i.i|]'|..°|'.

Tower O {onion &
pu-H.mn pepper) H!rlgﬁ

Grilled Salmen Salad

Grilled Carfish

Mew York Strip

Cedar Plank Salmon

Chicken Salad Sandwich
Smoked Turkey Sandwich

THE RAVEN GRILL

Bur when it comes right doewn to it, time and again the

Raven satisties him on more levels more otten, Besides, his

pnl;u’c makes no claim o rue gourmand .hu::uE1|:i:1|:1L';L:iu:L.
Guess it'’s time to begin justifving his

Ll'llllLL.

A LITTLE HISTORY

In 1998, Rob and Sara Cromic
rerurnied o their hometown determined
[0 open a restaunrant of l]'-l‘.'ir oI, Sara
had grown up on Milford street and Rob
i ['iig]d.ﬂul ".f'i_]|.{§r_;_-_ |'E1-_'j=' had I:H.‘FLIII
dating ar Lanier Middle School, They
Wiere h.m_ﬂ_‘.' r1|.'¢_111|1_~.1q"1 when it came to
the food-service indusiry. Rob had

opened outposts for the Fat Tuesday

l.-l'l.'-”l"l ||'| III.[[:H'JI.'] .1'|"|11 ]‘L alis :ll'l':l. ;\..:Ir.l h.“.l
been a trainer for ‘..‘EILE?'.}-..[J\L':\. had also
opened other people’s pubs and had been
part owners of a microbrewery,

Onee back in Houston, their gn.’s| wWias
to create a casual bur artractive place, a
bit off the beaten path, that would otter
menu variety and value, The Raven
u-pc'nt:qi in March of 1998 in a forlorn

Spiftin on Ferndale, the old Joe Lee's in
Kemah, Rudi's, San Jacinto Inn,

1Y’ Amico, Sabine, the original Red Lion,
Lillian's Crepes, the Stella Link Kahn's Deli, Bordman’s.
Chey are vastly ournumbered by the duds who gor whar
they deserved.

As Houston and Houstonians have grown up, so have
ir\ resfauranis. ||.h ot i.l'“'[ -|||:!|: th'lL' Are more L‘h'.”L'L'!'-.
there’s simply better food served by talented chefs in pret-
tier places, (Service is soill playing carch-up.) We're now
comparing competing carpaccios the way we used ro rare
chicken-fried steaks.

Having said that, you might be expecting Anon to pick
one of our t:-1:|]1|rl. of trendo cuisine as his favorite. ."t'l.l_'|'|.'I-L'
MNoé or Aries or the new Bistro Moderne (he can’t quire
bring himself to honor its rather silly lower-case name).

(28 2

little serip center at 1916 Bissonner, a
location surrounded by middle o upper-
middleclass residenrial areas, Sara chose
the name o honor her alma marer, Poe Elementary School
g ||.|]'.{j fh'l." Corner.

['he Raven ook off, and cighe vears later the place is con-
stanty packed with repear customers whose demographic
profiles skew toward the relatively affluent and intellectual,
thanks to the nearby universities and Museum District, By
and large, they are a pretey civilized bunch,

On any given day or night, large rables of mulrigenera-
tional families and groups of friends are chowing down. Its
also not unusual o spot a “famous” Houstonian or two,
there because this is nor one of those see-and-be-seen i::-ln‘..*-
like, say, Tony’s, (Example: A well-known art museum
director is a regular.) Raven patrons come back for the




unpretentious food, reasonable prices
and cozy armosphere, and they tend o
linger over their meals. The regulars
tend to prefer Sunday through
Thursday, while weekends artract more
first-timers,

Mr. Anon has often noticed that
most of the children in arendance are
seen but not heard. This aint no
Chuck E. Cheese's.

Sales have increased abour 10 percent
Every year,

ABOUT THE FOOD

The kirchen grills most of its meat
and hish entrees over a green mesquite
fire, which adds extra favor, From day
one almost everything has been made
in-house, even the ranch dressing. The
only exceptions are the child's menu
chicken fingers and the Blue Bell jce
cream,

The basic menu tends roward
home-style rather than haute. There

are daily specials, and customers come
back for them week after week.
Sunday is chicken-fried steak night,
Monday's best-seller is the roast chick-
en, and the pot roast is a cold-weather
favorite. There's a different quesadilla
concoction every day. With all their
repeat business, the Cromies say it
would be suicide to tamper too much
with the offerings. Same goes for per-
ceived value. There’s only been one
price increase in cight vears,

This is not o say every VISIT iS5 2
smashing success. While the Anons
have never had a bad meal ar the
Raven, there have been nights when
the tood seemed a bit pedestrian,
Hell, no diner bars 1,000,

ABOUT THE HELP

Owver the years, Anon has seen very
litele turnover among the personnel.
Again, heres another element thar
enhances the Raven's consistency. The

BAR & GRILL

24th Floor

Hillon Americas-Houston
Lamar Strest at Crawford

713.577.6139

SKYLINE

SKYLINE VIEW o L[UNCH
DINMER » AMARTINI BAR NIGHTLY

waitstaft has been around long enough
to know the menu and their customers.
They're pleasant bur not pushy.

When Anon asked Rob and Sara
how they account for retaining help in
a peripatetic business, here’s whar they
said. By nor rreating the staff as
“employees” and demanding that every
person be regarded as equally impor-
tant and deserving of respect, they
avoid those frone- and back-of-the-
house problems so common in many
restaurants, The perks, such as vacadon
pay, are also arypical. As evidence, the
Cromics note thar their newest kitchen
hire has been with them a year and a
half.

Of all the friendly faces, Anon must
single out bar manager Bill Ealy, per-
haps his faverite bartender in all of
Houston. The man knows his cock-
tails and wines and clientele. Having
followed Bill from bar to bar over the
vears, it's been a personal delight wo

@
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gtill find him serving up hooch and

o banter atr the Kaven for the lase eighn
4
e < F Fears,
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i" 4 PICNIC ON THE GROUNDS

@/_ Any place this suceesaful has ohwn
IW{MWMK ansly artracred offers of expansion
fiem rime to time. The Cromies have
Apaenting’s hesr pow had propasals ta apen hranches in
Arg 3
Memaiial, Pearland and any number of
shopping cenrer developments around
the city They had wisely resisted on the
:-:-||!‘|:_'.-':_|:I'i.‘|'5 fhf}' wontld he srrerched o
thin ro maintzin the hands on acentdon
Merlot tev qualicy thar has assured Raven Grill’s
Cﬂ'&frﬂ er sdl.il'[-'ilq'.".lﬁﬂ continued 'F*\'!F"J]H:.t:r'.
i That is nat ta say they lacked the
- wiill 1o siceceed and the desire to
Seedvlynon Blane \ S
improve the old boctom lins, They
simply found a more manageable solu-
ticn. In Qeraber 2000, chey opencd

available at Spocs
aid fiie restaurants.

Wines of | Mstineton

713 8681980 i e

v winesofdistngtion. us |_”: l{tS jENT
CHICKEN

Harar many resraurants can you

a name with a mascor? The Ravens
resident chicken just showed up
one day rwo and a half years age

and never lefr. MNicknamed Julia

. . Candia by one of the chels, she

French Country Cooking delivers an egg a day in exchange
¢~ Wezrne Bar for 2 home on the patio. The

only downside has been a cus-

; tomer who seerms w lave an
Experience the abject fear of poulsry.

Seductive Flavor of French '

Country Cooking

Open Mon - Fri 11 AM - 10 PM
r— Saturday & Sunday —
Brunch 10AM- 2 PM
Dinner 5PM-10 PM

Call for Reservation
Private Room available for parties!

11112 Westheimer @ Wilcrest » 713-783-3985
www.bistro-lecep.com




Picnic a couple of doors down from
the Raven in the same ﬁ'-'.:ill.iing on
Bissonner.

Picnic specializes in sandwiches
salads, desserts and soups, with an
emphasis on take-our, Also offered
are large-order delivery and catering,
Like the Raven, every thing is made
in-house, including the artisanal
breads, under the warchful eves of Rob
and Sara. Lunchtime theres a line of
busy business rypes and soccer moms
with kids in row. Mosr grab rheir
orders and are gone, although there is
seating ar a few rusric picnic tables for
those who choose to eat in. Picnic
turns oft the lights around 5 pm, abou
[Jll.' Lurmee [ll!’.' |'\:..|'r'l:.'|'l SUATLS IO P"I.\_L |.|'|'l
steam.

If theres any negative 1o the opening
of Picnic, it's the increased demand on
rlfll.' -'I}-LHF i?.lr]ﬂn!_: |IH. L\l.l '.-\']1&"[] Al
upscale antique shop moved into the
space berween the two eateries, the
Cromies insisted thar it close from 11
to 2. Thar l""ll“' a hir,

SUMMING UP

Mr. Anon [!-nrl'.d:.'n'd his choice of
Houston’s best restaurant for several
monthg. He can't deny thar, in the

analysis, proximity w home and
the Facr thar the Anons’ demographic
profiles precry much march the Raven
crowd (excepr for thar intellecrual bic)
influenced his decision. But ultimarely
there was the simple facr thar the
Cromies have creared whar every
restaurant should strive for an arorac-
tive and hospitable place where a fellow
can enjoy a decent meal withour break-
ing the bank.

31.1}'!":.' .U]' Table's ["'l.ll'lli‘.l‘:t'l' praets it
best, This is the “nearly perfect neigh

|:|'I.Ii|'llll'li‘| !:.-hr_;1|.||'.1r1'|_"

Mr. Anan is a psevdonym for @ Houston
advertising executive wnd restaurant

Celebrating 24 years

Golden

THAI & CHINESE DINING

Supaira Yooro and Koy Soodial, proprierors

(NC e,

Th 12-9 Monday-Thursday
e 12-10 Friday & Saturday

Wine Tastings
Every Saturday
at 3 pm

Room

1204 MONTROSE BLVD
F13-524-g9614

12420 Memorial Drive
713-463-VINE (8463)

Houston, TX 77000

Jim Manning

CATERED AFFAIRS ——

Event Planning El.llt{ Catering

www.cate I'C{lﬁ I‘{‘tlil'i-i. oc

223 Houston Avenue Houston: 713.880.1054

'\_:.IIH'L':-ll."II. 409.621.1100

Uiggiee Winies From Evervwhere’
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